HOATH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on 10th February 2010.
Present: Councillors Chapman (chairman), Nugent, Williams and Keyes. Guy Foster (clerk). In attendance: three members of the public.

************************ ************************************

1. Apologies
None.
2. Declarations of interest
None.
3. Minutes of the January meeting
These were signed as a true record without amendment.
4. KCC and CCC reports
No representatives from KCC or CCC were present.
5. Youth Council – update

Cllr Keyes reported that Amanda Sparks of CCC and Kirsty Heath had visited the youth club and the youth club members seemed interested in this project. Ms Heath is drafting a letter to parents and Cllr Chapman undertook to speak to Ms Sparkes to discuss how best to take the matter forward.

6. Salt bins and spreader

After much discussion as to what was needed and the best location for salt bins it was RESOLVED to purchase a spreader (estimated cost £85) and associated minor items. As it was felt that only two more salt bins were needed and as KCC had undertaken to supply these, it was agreed that there was no need to buy more. The Clerk was asked to send details of salt bin suppliers to Alan Marsh of KCC as the price quoted by him for salt bins seemed extremely high.
***************** ***************** ********* **********

At this point the meeting was adjourned to allow comments from members of the public. The following matters were raised:

· It was reported that the broken manhole cover outside 1 Woodview had still not been repaired. Cllr Keyes undertook to follow this up.
· It was also reported that attention to the drains was required in Marley Lane and Hoath Rd at Rushbourne as a good deal of water tended to run across these roads.
**************************** ******************************

7. Local Development Framework consultation and Village Design Statement
Cllr Nugent undertook to have a look at the LDF documentation and to consider whether the Parish Council should submit a response. Following the last meeting, the Clerk had spoken to CCC about Village Design Statements and had been given the impression that it made little sense to undertake this onerous project, at least until the LDF was finalised. He undertook to speak to a previously identified planning consultant on the subject of Village Design Statements and also to try and discover whether there was anything to be learned from those parishes that already had them.
8. Parish Council vacancy
Enquiries had been made but there was little interest. The Clerk is to place a notice advertising the vacancy in the Parish Magazine and in the village hall.
9. Planning
Applications considered:

· CA/10/00124/FUL (barn at Mount Pleasant Farm): Cllr Nugent reported on this application and it was RESOLVED to object to it, primarily on the grounds of its appearance. Cllr Nugent undertook to draft the appropriate letter.

· CA/10/00107/FUL (extension at Cherub Cottage): no objections.

· Tree works at Maypole Thatch: no objections

Applications granted by CCC:

· CA/09/02028/LUP (certificate of proposed lawful development at Lavender Cottage, Marley Lane)

Other matters:

A letter had been received from the planning authority to say that the wind turbine application at Hoath School had been withdrawn. However, the Clerk had been informed that this was only a temporary withdrawal, pending a “bat survey” in May. Cllr Nugent undertook to amend the wording of the letter that it had been agreed to send to the school.
10. Correspondence
The Clerk reported that he had found a supplier of “kill your speed” signs. It was RESOLVED to buy three of these (estimated total cost £75).
A letter had been sent to KALC requesting a legal opinion on the recording of traffic movements.
An email has been sent to Richard Tolson at CCC informing him that our “dog poo bin” is now in service and needs to be included in CCC arrangements for emptying.

CCC have asked whether it is “Ford Hill” or “Ford Hills”. In discussion with the members of the public present it was determined that it’s Ford Hill in the singular but in fact the northern part of the road used to be known as Christians’ Hill. The Clerk to pass this information back to CCC.
11. Report of the RFO
The cash book and bank balance stands at £7,510.73 (plus £16.33 in the Business Select account).
Payments of £246.78 (clerk salary and expenses) and £32.50 (J. Pughe, grass cutting) were approved.
12. Councillors’ reports
There were no further reports.
13. Any other business and date of next meeting

Cllr Keyes reported that she had still not been able to visit a branch of Lloyds TSB Bank to verify her identity. The Clerk undertook to telephone Lloyds to see what could be arranged, given the lack of time available to Cllr Keyes.
The next meeting will be on March 10th.

14. Confidential business

It was RESOLVED to exclude the public from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds of the confidential nature of the business to be discussed.

15. To consider revisions to the Clerk’s terms and conditions of employment

It was RESOLVED to amend the Clerk’s contracted hours to five hours per week, with effect from the start of the next financial year.

The meeting was declared closed at 9.15 pm

Guy Foster
Clerk to Hoath Parish Council

February 11th 2010.
Signed as a true record ______________________________ Date: ______________
Colin Chapman, Chairman, Hoath Parish Council.

